All Saints Lutheran Church,
ELCA, RIC
Sunday, May 17, 2024
The 7th Sunday After Easter

Centering Song- All Creation Sings! 1024 Introduction
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Alleluia! Christ is risen! Christ is risen indeed! Alleluia!

The gospel for Easter’s seventh Sunday 1s always taken from the long
prayer Jesus prays for his followers in John's gospel on the night
before his death, and always includes Jesus’ desire that his followers
will be one as he and the Father are one. This oneness is not mere
doctrinal agreement or institutional unity, but mutual abiding,
interpenetrating life, mutual love, and joy. This oneness 1s the work of
the Spirit whom we have received but also await. Come, Holy Spirit!
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Opening Anthem:  God Is Here!

1 God is here! As we your
people meet to offer praise and
prayer, may we find in fuller
measure what it is in Christ we
share.

Here, as in the world around
us, all our varied skills and arts
wait the coming of the Spirit
into open minds and hearts.

2 Here are symbols to remind us
of our lifelong need of grace;
here are table, font, and pulpit;
here the cross has central
place.

Here in honesty of preaching,
here in silence, as in speech,

here, in newness and renewal,
God the Spirit comes to each.

Confession and Absolution

Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God, the wellspring of grace, our

Easter and our joy. Amen.

ELW 526

3 Here our children find a

welcome in the Shepherd's
flock and fold; here as bread
and wine are taken, Christ
sustains us as of old.

Here the servants of the
Servant seek in worship to
explore what it means in daily
living to believe and to adore.

Lord of all, of church and
kingdom, in an age of change
and doubt, keep us faithful to
the gospel; help us work your
purpose out.

Here, in this day's dedication,
all we have to give, receive;
we, who cannot live without
you, we adore you!

We believe!

Look, here is water! Here is our water of life! Alleluia!

Immersed in the promises of baptism, let us give thanks for what God

has done fOI’ us.

We give you thanks, O God, for in the beginning your voice

thundered over the deep and water became the essence of life.
Adam and Eve beheld Eden’s verdant rivers.

The ark carried your creation through the flood into a new day.

Miriam led the dancing as your people passed through the sea into

freedom’s land.

In a desert pool the Ethiopian official entered your boundless

baptismal life.

Look, here is water! Here is our water of life! Alleluia!
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At the Jordan your beloved Son was baptized by John and anointed
with the Holy Spirit.

By the baptism of Jesus’ death and resurrection you opened the
floodgates of your reconciling love, freeing us to live as Easter
people.

We rejoice with glad hearts, giving all honor and praise to you,
through the risen Christ, our source of living water, in the unity of the
Holy Spirit, now and forever. Amen.

Look, here is water! Here is our water of life! Alleluia!

Canticle of Praise, Canticle of the Turning ELW 723

1) My soul cries out with a joyful shout
that the God of my heart is great,
and my spirit sings of the wondrous things
that you bring to the ones who wait.
You fixed your sight on your servant's plight,
and my weakness you did not spurn,
so from east to west shall my name be blest.
Could the world be about to turn?

Refrain
My heart shall sing of the day you bring.
Let the fires of your justice burn.
Wipe away all tears, for the dawn draws near,
and the world is about to turn.

2) Though I am small, my God, my all,
you work great things in me,
and your mercy will last from the depths of the past
to the end of the age to be.
Your very name puts the proud to shame,
and to those who would for you yearn,
you will show your might, put the strong to flight,
for the world is about to turn. Refram
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Prayer of the Day

The Risen Lord be with you! And also with you!

Gracious and glorious God, you have chosen us as your own, and by
the powerful name of Christ you protect us from evil. By your Spirit
transform us and your beloved world, that we may find our jJoy 1n your
Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

Children’s Message
Traveling Song All Creation Sings! 1024 - sing refrain

Torab Is a Tree of Wisdom Psalm 1 (Tree of Life Version)

1 Happy 1s the one who has not walked in the advice of the wicked,
nor stood in the way of sinners, nor sat in the seat of scoffers.
2 But his delight is in the 7orab of Adonal,

and on His 7orab he meditates day and night.

3 He will be like a planted tree over streams of water,
producing its fruit during its season.

Its leaf never droops— but in all he does, he succeeds.

4 The wicked are not so.

For they are like chaff that the wind blows away.

5 Therefore the wicked will not stand during the judgment,
nor sinners in the congregation of the righteous.

6 For Adonai knows the way of the righteous,

but the way of the wicked leads to ruin.

Second Reading: Acts 1:15-17, 21-26

In the days between Jesus” ascension and Pentecoot, Peter oversees the process
whereby one of the members of the community of beltevers ts chosen to be the
twelfth apoa[[e, tn order to full the vacancy created by Judaos s treachery and

death.
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15In those days Peter stood up among the believers (together the
crowd numbered about one hundred twenty persons) and said,
16“Friends, the scripture had to be fulfilled, which the Holy Spirit
through David foretold concerning Judas, who became a guide for
those who arrested Jesus— 17for he was numbered among us and was
allotted his share in this ministry.” 21So one of the men who have
accompanied us during all the time that the Lord Jesus went in and
out among us, 22beginning from the baptism of John until the day
when he was taken up from us —one of these must become a witness
with us to his resurrection.” 23So they proposed two, Joseph called
Barsabbas, who was also known as Justus, and Matthias. 24Then
they prayed and said, “Lord, you know everyone’s heart. Show us
which one of these two you have chosen 25to take the place in this
ministry and apostleship from which Judas turned aside to go to his
own place.” 26 And they cast lots for them, and the lot fell on Matthias;
and he was added to the eleven apostles.

Word of God, Word of Life. Thanks be to God!

Gospel Acclamation: ELW 388

Be Not Afraid
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Gospel: John 17:6-19, The Message Version
In this reading the church hears Jesus’ words on the night before bis death — his
prayer for his disciples and for all who would believe in hom through thecr words.

I spelled out your character in detail

To the men and women you gave me.

They were yours in the first place;

Then you gave them to me,

And they have now done what you said.

They know now, beyond the shadow of a doubt,
That everything you gave me is firsthand from you,
For the message you gave me, I gave them;

And they took it, and were convinced

That I came from you.

They believed that you sent me.

I pray for them.

I'm not praying for the God-rejecting world
But for those you gave me,

For they are yours by right.

Everything mine is yours, and yours mine,

And my life is on display in them.

For I'm no longer going to be visible in the world;
They’ll continue in the world

While I return to you.

Holy Father, guard them as they pursue this life
That you conferred as a gift through me,

So they can be one heart and mind

As we are one heart and mind.

As long as I was with them, I guarded them

In the pursuit of the life you gave through me;

I even posted a lookout.

And not one of them got away,

Except for the rebel bent on destruction

.........
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13-19

Now I'm returning to you.

I'm saying these things in the world’s hearing

So my people can experience

My joy completed in them.

I gave them your word;

The godless world hated them because of it,
Because they didn’t join the world’s ways,

Just as [ didn’t join the world’s ways.

I'm not asking that you take them out of the world
But that you guard them from the Evil One.

They are no more defined by the world

Than I am defined by the world.

Make them holy~consecrated~with the truth;
Your word 1s consecrating truth.

In the same way that you gave me a mission in the world,
I give them a mission in the world.

I'm consecrating myself for their sakes

So they’ll be truth-consecrated in their mission.

This 1s the Gospel of Jesus Christ! Thanks be to God.
Sermon Pastor Jules

Sermon Anthem We Know That Christ Is Raised
1 We know that Christ is raised and dies no more.
Embraced by death, he broke its fearful hold,

and our despair he turned to blazing joy.
Hallelujah!

2 We share by water in his saving death.
Reborn, we share with him an Easter life,
as living members of our Savior Christ.

Hallelujah!

ELW 449
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3 The Father's splendor clothes the Son with life.
The Spirit's fission shakes the church of God.
Baptized, we live with God the Three in One.
Hallelujah!

4 A new creation comes to life and grows
as Christ's new body takes on flesh and blood.

The universe restored and whole will sing:

Hallelujah!
Sharing of the Peace of Christ

Prayers of Intercession
Rejoicing that Jesus is risen and love has triumphed over fear, let us
pray for the church, the world, and all those in need of good news.

You sanctify us in your truth; your word is truth. Send your church
out into the world to spread your love and joy. Embolden all bishops,
pastors, and deacons (especially) to be faithful ministers of your word
and sacraments. God of grace, hear our prayer.

Your creation groans under the strain of pollution. Preserve melting
glaciers and dwindling forests. Bolster those who work for climate
justice and help us all to be good and faithful stewards of your
creation. God of grace, hear our prayer.

Your people seek wisdom, understanding, and peace. Guide all those
who govern and inspire them to work on behalf of the most vulnerable
in our midst. Keep safe first responders, those serving in the military,
and those whose duty it is to protect others. God of grace, hear our
prayer.

Your children need your loving care. Protect them from all harm.

Comfort those in any affliction (especially). Support those who grieve
and bring solace to those near death. God of grace, hear our prayer.
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Your Spirit lives within us here. Inspire the work of this congregation
and unite us as one. Bless all the mothers in our midst, console those
for whom this day 1s difficult, and gather us all under the care of your
loving wings. God of grace, hear our prayer.

Your saints dwell with you in light. Keep us ever thankful for those
who have gone before us in faith (especially). Inspire us by their
witness. God of grace, hear our prayer.

Into your hands, most merciful God, we commend all for whom we
pray, trusting in your abiding love; through Jesus Christ, our
resurrected and living Lord.  Amen.

Offering

Offering Song Alleluia! Jesus Is Risen! ELW 377

1 Alleluial Jesus is risen!
Trumpets resounding in glorious light!
Splendor, the Lamb, heaven forever!
Oh, what a miracle God has in sight!

Jedus 1 risen and we shall arwe. Give God the glory! Alleluia!

2 Walking the way, Christ in the center
telling the story to open our eyes;
breaking our bread, giving us glory:
Jesus our blessing, our constant surprise. Refrain

3 Jesus the vine, we are the branches;
life in the Spirit the fruit of the tree;
heaven to earth, Christ to the people,
gift of the future now flowing to me. Refrain
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Offering Prayer

Risen One, you call us to believe and bear fruit. May the gifts that
we offer here be signs of your abiding love. Form us to be your
witnesses in the world, through Jesus Christ, our true vine. Amen.

The Great Thanksgiving
The Lord be with you. And also with you.
Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

It 1s indeed right, our duty and our joy,

that we should at all times and in all places

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God,

for the glorious resurrection of our Savior Jesus Christ,

the true Paschal Lamb who gave himself to take away our sin;
who in dying has destroyed death,

and in rising has brought us to eternal life.

And so, with Mary Magdalene and Peter and all the witnesses of the
resurrection, with earth and sea and all their creatures,

and with angels and archangels, cherubim and seraphim,

we praise your name and join their unending hymn:

The Sanctus is Sung! Setting 3 page 144

Holy, holy, holy Lord God of hosts:
heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest.

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.
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In the night in which he was betrayed,

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.

Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,
and gave it for all to drink, saying:

This cup 1s the new covenant in my blood,

shed for you and all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup
we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes.

Christ has died. Christ is risen.
Christ will come again.

Send your Holy Spirit, our Advocate, to fill the hearts of all who share
this bread and cup with courage and wisdom to pursue love and
justice in all the world.

Come, Spirit of freedom! And let the church say, Amen. Amen.

Gathered together as ONE:
Eternal Spirit, Earth-maker, Pain-bearer, Life-giver,
Source of all that 1s and that shall be,
Father and Mother of us all,
Loving God, in whom is heaven:
The hallowing of your name echo through the universe!
The way of your justice be followed by the peoples of the world!
Your heavenly will be done by all created beings!
Your commonwealth of peace and freedom sustain our hope and
come on earth.
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With the bread we need for today, feed us.
In the hurts we absorb from one another, forgive us.
In times of temptation and test, strengthen us.
From trials too great to endure, spare us.
From the grip of all that is evil, free us.
For you reign in the glory of the power that is love, now and for ever.

Amen.
- The New Zealand Book of Prayer | He Karakia Mihinare o Aotearoa

Invitation to Communion
The risen Christ is made known to us in the breaking of the bread.
Come and eat at God’s table.

Communion Songs: Setting 3, page 146 ELW
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world;
have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world;
have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world;
grant us peace.

Come and Fill Our Hearts ELW 528

Come and fill our hearts with your peace.
You alone, O Lord, are holy.

Come and fill our hearts with your peace.

Alleluial
For the Bread Which You Have Broken ELW 494

1 For the bread which you have broken, for the wine which you
have poured, for the words which you have spoken,
now we give you thanks, O Lord.
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2 By this promise that you love us,
by your gift of peace restored,
by your call to heav'n above us,

hallow all our lives, O Lord.

3 With the saints who now adore you,
seated at the heav'nly board,
may the church still waiting for you
keep love's tie unbroken, Lord.

4 In your service, Lord, defend us;
in our hearts keep watch and Ward;
in the world to which you send us

let your kingdom come, O Lord.

Prayer after Communion

Shepherding God,

you have prepared a table before us and nourished us with your love.
Send us forth from this banquet to proclaim your goodness and share
the abundant mercy of Jesus, our redeemer and friend. Amen.

Blessing

Alleluia! Christ is risen!
Christ 1s risen indeed! Alleluia!

The God of resurrection power, the Christ of unending joy,
and the Spirit of Easter hope * bless you now and always. Amen.

Inspirited Anthem to send you on your way:
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Crown Him with Many
Crowns ELW 855

1

Crown him with many
crowns,

the Lamb upon his
throne; hark, how the
heav'nly anthem drowns
all music but its own.

Awake, my soul, and sing

of him who died for thee,
and hail him as thy
matchless king through
all eternity.

Crown him the virgin's
Son, the God incarnate
born, whose arm those
crimson trophies won
which now his brow
adorn; fruit of the mystic
rose, yet of that rose the
stem, the root whence
mercy ever flows, the

babe of Bethlehem.

3 Crown him the Lord of

love — behold his hands

and side, rich wounds,
yet visible above,

in beauty glorified.

No angels in the sky
can fully bear that sight,
but downward bend
their burning eyes at
mysteries so bright.

Crown him the Lord of
life, who triumphed o'er
the grave and rose
victorious in the strife
for those he came to
save. His glories now we
sing, who died and rose
on high, who died,
eternal life to bring,

and lives that death may
die.

Alleluia!l Go in peace. Rejoice and be glad.
Thanks be to God. Alleluia!
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